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Throughout our 105-year history, the WI has been aware that the choices we
make in life shape the legacy we leave. As WI members you remain convinced
that we need to be responsible for our actions and that we all have a personal
responsibility towards the planet.
 
It’s from this philosophy that the ‘Natural Heritage Project to Preserve, Protect
and Plant Urban Trees’ was born and I’m very proud to have chaired its Steering
Committee. Enabled by a grant of £48,100 from the National Lottery Heritage
Fund, for the last two years, it’s engaged members from all over Wales.
 
The project grew out of members’ worry about the threat of climate change to our
natural habitats, and the challenges that future generations are set to inherit: a
warmer and more chaotic planet. One of the many concerns the members had was
the loss of urban trees.
 
Trees in town centres and on busy streets – known as ‘woodland corridors’ –
provide much higher levels of benefits to both people and wildlife than if they
were out in the distant countryside. This ‘urban forest’ connects us with nature.
Research shows it improves health and wellbeing and community cohesion, as
well as encouraging exercise, lowering crime levels and even boosting our
economy.
 
Life is better with trees around us. They remove air pollution, intercept millions
of litres of rainfall, capture and store carbon from the atmosphere and help to
mitigate excessive warming. But trees are under threat. Natural Resources Wales’
report ‘Tree Cover in Wales’ Towns and Cities’ shows that Wales is losing urban
trees at a worrying rate. A staggering 73 per cent of urban areas have lost trees
since 2010, and between 2009 and 2013, 159 towns had evidence of tree canopy
loss: that’s a vast majority of Wales’ towns. Trees require maintenance which is
costly for cash-strapped local authorities and many trees are in danger from
disease – they’re being cut down for fear of the damage they could do if they fell.
 
We  owe thanks to our expert partners on the Steering Committee: Natural
Resources Wales, The Woodland Trust, Open University, Open Air Laboratories
and Voluntary Arts Wales. Now, as the project draws to an official close, my
thoughts turn to the gifts it will leave behind. For many members, it’s made them
more confident about playing an active role in their community, whether that’s
environmentalism or art. It’s helped members who worry about climate change
feel like they are part of the solution rather than the problem. Instead of just
talking about it, they’ve taken practical, decisive action and have found that
deeply rewarding. As WI members always do, they got on board with dedication
and passion. And this isn’t really the end. We’ll keep looking for ways forward.
We are so blessed with our natural landscape in Wales that we will always fight to
play our part in preserving and enriching it for the generations to come.
 

Introduction - Mair Stephens,
Chair NFWI-Wales
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Over the past two years, over 200 WIs in
Wales have actively participated in the
project to achieve a range of positive
outcomes for the urban forest. The WIs have
been galvanised into action to survey,
observe, preserve, protect and engage
communities in tree-planting and on-going
monitoring and maintenance projects in
liaison with organisations such as the
Woodland Trust, and spread the word about
the value of trees to the wider public. They
have assessed the state of our urban trees,
promoting active management, providing
eyes and ears for public bodies and taken
action to safeguard this incredibly valuable
natural heritage.  
 
Volunteer Federation Co-ordinators pledged
their support on behalf of the federations to
co-ordinate the project and provide
information and support to WIs and assist
members with the project.They have liaised
with NFWI-Wales, attended Training Days
and some exciting work has been completed
by WIs and federations which will be on
show throughout this report.
 
Between them, they have delivered more
than 80 activities locally which included
training days, planting events, craft, art and
photography workshops, walks, talks and
‘tree’ parties. Links have been established
with over 90 community groups.

Introduct ion
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All WIs had the opportunity to take part
and had the freedom to choose how they
engaged in the project. 
 
Some exciting work has been completed
in the WIs and federations. Members
have surveyed over 5,000 trees, observed
them through the seasons and recorded
their species and what creatures live on
them. They have celebrated their beauty
through various crafts and art work,
learnt about the types of dyes you can
get from native and non-native trees,
campaigned to save trees from being
felled, taken guided walks and written to
community councils and local
authorities to enquire about their tree
plans.  

Trees have been yarn bombed,
exhibitions held and members have
dressed up like trees at local carnivals,
they have written poems and plays and
even written a piece of music inspired
by trees.
 
The project has built on the strength of
local communities and assisted them to
develop grassroots initiatives that
improve the quality of life for local
people and their communities, and to
date WI members have planted over
6,000 trees in their communities and
have worked with a range of partner
organisations such as Rainbows,
Brownies and Guides, Scouts, local
businesses, wildlife and canal trusts,
schools and hospitals, a convent and
many more.

How did  WIs
take  par t ?
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Volunteer  Federat ion Co-ordinators

We owe special thanks to all of the Volunteer Federation Co-ordinators. Each Federation Co-
ordinator has put many hours into the project, this may have been organising the first training day,
travelling to other WI meetings to promote the project, meeting with schools to discuss planting
partnerships or attending Federation Training Days in Broneirion. 
 
Federation Co-ordinators each received a variety of resources from NFWI-Wales and project
partners including; Project Pack, OPAL Packs, WI Guides, Street Tree Packs, Woodland Trust
booklets, NRW Tree Cover in Wales' Towns and Cities and other useful information booklets.
Federations also received grants and expenses from the project funding to cover any training days,
travel costs for Federation Co-ordinators and other costs relating to the project. 
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Volunteer Federation Co-ordinators were recruited from
every federation in Wales. They worked hard to liaise with
NFWI-Wales and the members in their federation to deliver
the project. Federation Co-ordinators attended 3 federation
training days in Broneirion to learn how to observe, survey,
plant and record trees. The first training day introduced the
co-ordinators to the project and listened to presentations from
all project partners about the resources and databases available
to them. Project partners in attendance included; John Briggs
(Natural Resources Wales), Clare Morgan (Woodland Trust),
Philip Wheeler (Open University) Iwan Edwards (Wildlife
Trust) and Gareth Coles (Voluntary Arts Wales).
 
Federation Co-ordinators were then able to feed back to their
WIs about the project and give guidance on how to take part.
Federation Co-ordinators also received a handy guide to
explain their role in the project and steps to take.
 
At the second federation training day Tom Jenkins attended
from Forest Research Wales to discuss tree diseases and how
members can record any diseases onto relevant websites.
Russell Horsey also explained tree preservation orders and
Clare Morgan did a planting activity with members.
 
The third Federation Co-ordinator training day saw members
each present their federation's involvement in the project.
Gareth Coles explained how art and craft can be used to
record their involvement in the project and Tom Jenkins also
attended to discuss trees in a changing climate.
 
Co-ordinators were able to discuss the involvement of WIs
and tree champions in their federations at the training day by
taking part in the 'Show & Tell'. Each Federation Co-
ordinator brought along craft items or survey results that
members had made as part of the project. Representatives from
Powys Radnor brought along an exemplar survey that they
had posted out to all federations to record trees.

Federat ion  
Co-ordinator  Training
Days
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The  Pro jec t  In  Number s

13

Fede r a t ion s
Invo lved  

Fede r a t ion
Tra in ing  Day s

3 7

All 13 Federations in
Wales have been involved

in the project through
various ways.

3 Federation Training
Days were held for

Federation Co-ordinators
to receive resources and

information.

7 Steering Committee
meetings were held with

project partners.

45

S t ee r ing
Commi t t ee
Mee t ing s

210

WIs  Invo lved

210 WIs were involved in
the project through a

variety of ways.

5
Media

Appea r ance s
WIs have appeared in newspaper

reports, S4C programmes and
Radio Shows on BBC Wales. 

5158

80 91

Tree s  Su rveyed  

5158 trees have been surveyed by
members using the 'Garden and

Street Tree Survey' and the OPAL
Tree Survey.

Act iv i t i e s  and
Work shop s

80 activities and
workshops were delivered

as part of the project.
More will be held after
the end of the project. 

6000

Tree s  P l an t ed

Approx. 6000 trees have
been planted by members

as part of the project. 

Approx. 91 different
species of trees have been
identified by WI members

using the Garden and
Street Tree Survey. 

Tree  Spec i e s  
I den t i f i ed
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PAGE 3  •  GALLIVANT
Federat ion Case
Studies
 
Gwent  Federat ion 
 

 Tree Co-ordinators in Gwent Federation have
engaged with the project through a range of
activities. They distributed a pack to all 56 WIs
to take part in the project and recruited tree
champions. Early on in the project, tree
champions held a practical recording afternoon
at Caldicot Castle and also later met again at
Cwmbran Boating lake to identify, measure and
record trees onto the OPAL website and
Treezilla. The group used their project packs
and OPAL Tree Survey guides to identify
different tree species around the castle and lake. 
 

Tree Champions also had the opportunity to take
part in craft and many attended a leaf brooch
making workshop at the Gwent Federation
Offices. 
 
Gwent Federation also held a tree themed art day
using scraper boards and the theme for the Gwent
2020 Calendar was "Trees". They used
photographs taken by WI members to compile the
calendar. 
 
During 2019, Gwent Tree Champions gained
agreement to plant 5 fruit trees in a walled garden
of the new critical care hospital at Llanfrechfa, near
Cwmbran. 
 
Tree Champions worked with Caldicot School and
arranged to plant 50 trees on their site, close to
where the champions held their first tree recording
practical session, and WI members were involved
in planting. 
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Anglesey  Federat ion 
 

 

Tree Champions in Anglesey Federation have
not been short of opportunities to get
involed. Federation Co-ordinators have been
heavily involved in all aspects of the project
including; organising training days,
providing guidance resources and holding
tree themed craft exhibitions. 
 
Tree Champions attended a Training Day in
Spring 2018 to launch the project. Forty
members attended along with the Tree
Preservation Officer for Anglesey County
Council and guest speaker Iwan Edwards
from North Wales Wildlife Trust. 
 
Later on in the project, there was a shift to
craft and drawing to record trees. A drawing
and painting workshop was held with a tutor
which proved so popular that another
workshop was held shortly after. 
 
There hasn't been a conventional way to get
involved in the project, one tree champion
explained the types of dyes that can be used
from native and non-native trees and brought
along examples to a workshop in
Llanfairpwll. 
 
Measuring and recording tree data was a
large part of this project, Federation Co-
ordinator Yvonne, made a step-by-step guide
of how to use the OPAL and Treezilla
websites. This guide was later put out to all
members in Wales who may need additional
guidance for data uploading. Many members
were new to using data upload websites but it
was a chance for them to learn new skills by
following guidance provided. 
 
 

Some Tree Champions who did not have resources to upload data onto online
platforms took photographs from their windows or drew trees through the months in a
way to record seasonal changes. Project Co-ordinator, Yvonne and her husband also
made a Powerpoint Presentation with over 80 pages of information and photographs
for the project. This was also made available to all WI members for use.
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Anglesey  Federat ion 
 

 

Anglesey Federation also received some media
coverage. Trearddur Bay WI featured in the North
Wales Chronicle. To celebrate the WIs growing
membership, Tree Champions planted a rowan tree at
the side garden of Trearddur Bay Village Hall.  
 
Tree Champions have also planted trees elsewhere in
Anglesey; 300 trees were planted in Amlwch,
Carreglefn WI planted a native tree in a local
playground and Menai Straits WI planted a tree to
celebrate the WIs 10th Anniversary. A tree champion
planted an additional 300 trees on her land. WIs have
been able to follow advice from the Woodland Trust
for planting exercises. 
 
To celebrate the project, Anglesey Federation held a
craft exhibition at Llangefni Town Hall. The
exhibition was opened by Albert Owen, former MP
for Anglesey and Mrs Margaret Thomas, Mayor of
Llangefni was also in attendance.  Every WI had their
own way of taking part in the project and this was
represented at the exhibition. WIs were able to put
their own spin on their exhibitions to represent their
involvement. The exhibition was open to the general
public so it was an opportunity to display information
and craft produced as part of the project. This helped
to promote the project in the wider community and to
spread the importance of the natural heritage. 
 
Whilst most WIs had lots of craft items to display that
were made at their WI meetings dedicated to the
project, some also wrote reports on tree diseases and
how Tree Champions can help to stop the spread.
Some Tree Champions brought photographs and
survey guides that they have used to identify tree
species. Other Tree Champions brought tree inspired
poetry and literature which encouraged members to
take part in the project using other skills which may
not be so physically demanding. 
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Powys  Montgomery
Federat ion
 

 

The project was launched in Powys
Montgomery Federation with over 60
members attending a day event on Bees
and Trees. Tree Champions took part in
a woodland visit, identifying trees and
the magnificent red cedars at Leighton.
Tree Champions also took part in a tree
quiz and leaf identification. 
 
A total of 13 WIs were involved in the
project in Powys Montgomery and
planted a variety of 23 trees. 
 
Tree Champions have also been in touch
with local community groups and
authorities. They have contacted
landowners for the permission to plant
the trees. Tree Champions consulted with
Newtown and Welshpool Town
Councils as well as other councils and
local community centres or village halls. 
 
Tree Champions also highlighted the
importance of the Brimmon Oak on the
side of the Newtown Bypass. The Oak
was under threat by the build of the new
bypass but it was saved and the route of
the bypass adjusted. The Ancient Oak is
thought to be over 500 years old. 
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Clwyd Fl int  Federat ion 
 

 

The Federation Co-ordinator for Clwyd Flint has been very active
in the project and provided lots of opportunities for members to
take part. Tree Champions worked together to plant over 850 trees
in the federation! The Tree Co-ordinator for Clwyd Flint has
grown trees from seed and was able to supply approximately 40
trees to WI members, including some Young English Oak, Wych
Elm and Norweigan Maple. 
 
Members also assisted Flintshire County Council to plant a new
hedge and liquidambar trees in March 2019. Other planting
programmes and workshops took place in Broughton and Saltney
and also on Bagillt Foreshore and Bettisfield Colliery. 
 
Over ten WIs have been involved in the project from Clwyd Flint
Federation, 36 members attended the Tree Party in November
2018 and members took part in leaf identification quiz and
enjoyed tree themed refreshments and snacks. 
 
Later on in the project, two more workshops were held for the
project and Tree Champions have been active in the community.
Federation Co-ordinator, Joan gave a presentation at Clwyd Flint's
Annual Meeting about the tree project to recruit new interest. 
 

Federation Co-ordinator, Joan was also at the Denbigh and Flint Show to represent the project. She
gave out young treelings to children visiting the WI tent. Later in 2019 a wellbeing walk was
organised as part of the project and Tree Champions were able to take home Welsh Heritage trees for
WI homes. Members were then encouraged to use any pruned shoots for grafting. Luckily, members
were shown by John Purchase how to use grafting techniques on trees at a previous meeting in the
Spring. 
 
Clwyd Flint Tree Champions have also been active within the local community and creating
connections. The Flintshire County Tree Officer had been involved in two training days and was also
the speaker at the 2018 Tree Party. A planting event in Mold was also co-ordinated through North
Wales Wildlife Trust and the Trust also contributed to the federation's Orchard Training Day in
March 2019 in collaboration with the Woodland Trust, with a focus on Welsh Heritage fruit trees
and grafting techniques. Tree Champions were also working with the local Friends of Bagillt
Foreshore for the planting events in Autumn 2019. There has also been contact and support from the
Community Council, County Councillor and MP to try to secure a 1.3 acre field for a community
orchard. 

 
Tree Champions and the Federation Co-ordinator for Clwyd Flint have created a long-lasting effect
of the tree project and provided some excellent connections in the local community! 
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Pembrokeshire  Federat ion
 

 
Pembrokeshire Federation have galvanised
members into surveying trees in their
communities and the importance of
preserving trees. 
 
Pembrokeshire Tree Champions launched
the project at a summer workshop. Ten
WIs were represented with a total of 46
members attending to learn about tree
identification using the OPAL survey
packs, bark rubbing and using craft and
art to record trees. 
 
Tree Champions also used bunting and
canvas for a display at the Annual Council
Meeting. The focus was on the
importance of trees. 
 
Tree Champions have been engaging with
their local community and authority to
spread the word about the project. They
met with the Tree Officer from
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park
Authority. 
 
Tree Champions worked with the tree
officer to identify two potential sites for
them to plant community orchards. Local
WIs were also involved in this.
 
 
 
Milford Haven and Haverfordwest Town Councils had been contacted by Tree
Champions and a meeting was arranged with a Town Councillor from Haverfordwest
and a representative from a local charity. The charity plan to plant memorial trees on land
owned by the Town Council and so WI members will also be working together to help
this project. 
 
Whilst members have been involved in engaging with the local community, other
members have been recording and uploading information onto OPAL. Other members
have been involved with a local golf course and care home for tree planting.  
 
Over the next few months, Tree Champions will work with Withybush Hospital in
Haverfordwest to develop a wellbeing garden. 
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Glamorgan
Federat ion 
 

 

In May 2018, Federation Co-ordinators organised
a Training Day for Tree Champions in
Glamorgan Federation to launch the project.
Lizzie Stonhold from Coastlines Cymru attended
to show members how they can use craft and
drawing methods to record their trees and to take
part in the project. Vicki Worsley, Volunteer for
Woodland Trust also attended and quizzed
members on tree species. Over 25 WIs were
represented from Glamorgan Federation at the
training day. 
 
WIs later went on to contact their local councils
and authoritories to update them on the project.
Bryncoch WI in particular have been in contact
with community groups and a local school. Both
Federation Co-ordinators reported to their
councils in Neath Port Talbot and Swansea about
the project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Spring 2020, Glamorgan Federation was still
involved in planting trees. Three planting projects
were held in Swansea - Clydach Community
Garden, Seaview Green Space Group and Vetch
Community Garden. Tree Champions were also
working with a local primary school in
Blaengwrach to plant 4 cherry trees in a school
field. 
 
A Tree Champion from Coychurch WI has also
been involved in planting and recording trees in
her garden. 
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